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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 7567 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PK, AF 

SUBJECT: NAIM'S VIEWS ON AFGHAN-PAK RELATIONS 

1. WHEN I MET WITH PRESIDENT DAOUD'S BROTHER, NAIM, OCTOBER 25 
(SEPTELS), I TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO INQUIRE ABOUT NAIM'S VIEW OF 
INCREASED TENSIONS BETWEEN PARS AND AFGHANS IN RECENT WEEKS. 

2. NAIM LOOKED AT ME SOMBRELY AND SAID THAT HE UNFORTUNATELY COULD 
SEE NOTHING BUT THE LIKELIHOOD OF WORSENING RELATIONS AHEAD. HE 
CONFIRMED THAT TENSIONS WERE STEADILY RISING, AND ATTRIBUTED THE 
PROBLEM TO BHUTTO S DETERMINATION TO "LOCK UP MEMBERS OF THE NAP 
AND NWFP AS COMMON CRIMINALS, WHEN THEIR ONLY CRIME HAS BEEN TO 

BE ELECTED TO PUBLIC OFFICE BY THE OPPOSITION PARTY." HE CITED 
RUMORS THAT WALI KHAN WOULD SOON LIKEWISE BE IMPRISONED AND 
CONTINUING "REPRESSIVE ACTIONS" AGAINST BOTH PUSHTUN AND BALUCH 
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TRIBESMEN. HE EMPHASIZED THAT AFGHANISTAN "COULD NOT REMAIN 
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INDIFFERENT" TO THESE ACTIONS, ALL OF WHICH CONTRAVENE BHUTTO'S 
OWN RECENTLY ADOPTED CONSTITUTION. 

3. WHEN I ASKED ABOUT THE STATE OF DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATION BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES AND HINTED THAT PERHAPS SOME SPECIAL EFFORT COULD 
BE MADE TO START A TRUE DIALOGUE LOOKING TOWARD A RESOLUTION OF 
THE ISSUES, NAIM SAID THAT UNFORTUNATELY IT TOOK TWO TO CARRY ON 

A DIALOGUE. ONE OF THE TWO PARTIES SEEMED TO BE COMPLETELY DEAF. AND 
THEREFORE NO DIALOGUE SEEMED POSSIBLE. 

4. THE CONVERSATION WHICH HAD BEEN SOMBER BECAME INCREASINGLY 
DESULTORY AS HIS BLEAK PESSIMISM SEEMED TO DEFY MUCH FURTHER 
DISCUSSION. NOT WANTING TO INTERJECT THE US INTO THE MIDDLE OF 
THE "DIALOGUE OF THE DEAF," I TURNED THE SUBJECT TO OTHER MATTERS. 

BUT WHILE DAIM WAS GENTLE AND CERTAINLY NOT BELLICOSE, HIS 
FATALISTIC VIEW OF THE WORSENING OF RELATIONS WAS HARDLY 
ENCOURAGING. 

LEWIS 
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